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AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATION TECHNOLOGY (AIT)

Background:

The Navy AIT Project Office, established in Dec 96, is part of the Ashore Logistics Division, Directorate for Ground and Support Forces under the Deputy Commander for Fleet Logistics Operations, NAVSUP.  

Vision:

The mission of the Navy AIT Project Office is to advocate the most efficient use of AIT to continuously improve Navy-wide logistics processes and the seamless integration with Joint logistics processes, for the purpose of enhancing operating force readiness and reducing the cost of logistics and increasing total asset visibility.
Description:

AIT is a suite of technologies that enable and facilitate the accurate capture and rapid transmission of machine-readable data to automated information systems (AIS), to enhance the readiness of deploying forces, with improved knowledge of their equipment and personnel in support of their respective mission.  These include bar codes, magnetic strips, “Smart” Cards, optical memory cards, Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags, Radio Frequency Data Capture, contact memory buttons, and satellite tracking. The rapid collection of accurate maintenance and supply related data is critical to improving the operational availability of aviation and shipboard weapons systems.  

The Navy AIT Project Office operates under the guidance outlined in the OPNAV Msg, “Management of Automatic Identification Technology (AIT) in the Navy” dated 15 Jan 03, which establishes the interim policy for the management of AIT in the Navy.  It states “AIT will be employed to the maximum extent in all logistics operations where it is cost effective and consistent with Military Readiness requirements”.  OPNAV N4 is the Navy AIT sponsor.  Most importantly, the AIT Office acts as an AIT clearinghouse and assists activities in selecting the right technology while complying with DoD and commercial standards.  Due to the adoption of recent DoD RFID and UID policies, the AIT Office’s primary focus has been to promote these policies throughout the claimancy and to limit prototype acceptance to those incorporating the approved technologies.

In 1996, NAVSUP formed the Navy AIT Steering Group, who meet quarterly to review trends in technology development, assist users in the design and implementation of AIT applications, and encourage and support the full utilization of AIT within the Navy.  In its infancy, Steering Group meetings were only attended by 4-5 EII Commands.  At the most recent meeting, there were 175 people from 17-18 EII Commands, along with reps from OSD, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and from other activities.  A NAVSUP AIT Consortium was established in 2001 to educate and promote increased communication within the claimancy on matters relating to AIT.

Point of Contact:

Public Affairs Office Naval Supply Systems Command

Tel: (717) 605-1543

Fax: (717) 605-1543

Email: navsuphqpao@navy.mil
