NAVSUP NEWS

NAVSUP awards integrated logistics support contract for the Super Hornet

Status: Current
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    Logistics support of the Navy’s newest strikefighter will be better, faster and cheaper as a result of a contract awarded to the Boeing Company by the Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) earlier this month.  The two-year, $251.9 million contract will provide state of the art material, logistics and engineering support for the Navy’s F/A-18E/F aircraft.  Currently deployed at Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif., the F/A-18E/F is scheduled for its first carrier deployment onboard the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN-72) in 2003.

    The Fleet will gain improved material availability through quicker response times, increased system reliability and optimized use of transportation.  The contract calls for applying commercial practices wherever possible, and using streamlined procurement processes and acquisition strategies that give the contractor increased flexibility.   This support arrangement was designed to be transparent to the warfighter while ensuring that the Fleet’s needs are rapidly addressed.  The program is expected to provide the fleet the highest level of support while driving down the total cost of ownership.   

    The Naval Inventory Control Point, NAVSUP’s largest field activity, awarded this innovative Navy/Boeing contract, that includes support for more than 100 separate systems onboard the aircraft. A Hornet Support Center will provide on-site engineering and logistics support including technical assistance, information and training support co-located with the Fleet user.  These representatives are available for deployment as needed. Under a unique teaming arrangement, the three Naval Aviation Depots, located in North Carolina, Florida and California, have become partners with Boeing and will provide depot level repair of components for the fleet. Boeing will be responsible for the remainder of the logistics chain.  The contract includes cost control incentives for outstanding performance.  NAVSUP estimates cost avoidance over the five-year period will exceed $50 million.

    Joint planning with the Naval Air Systems Command has resulted in this new approach to supporting the F/A-18E/F.  The F/A-18E/F Integrated Readiness Support Team program provides for material, logistics and engineering support for the aircraft and has a potential five-year contract value of $770 million. 

    NAVSUP's primary mission is to provide U.S. naval forces with quality supplies and services. With headquarters in Mechanicsburg, Pa., and employing a worldwide work force of more than 9,000 military and civilian personnel, NAVSUP oversees logistics programs in the areas of supply operations, conventional ordnance, contracting, resale, fuel, transportation, and security assistance.  In addition, NAVSUP is responsible for quality of life issues for our naval forces, including food service, postal services, Navy Exchanges, and movement of household goods.
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