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NAVSUP names new command counsel

Status: Current

45-01

     Barry J. Plunkett III has been selected by the Commander Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) and the General Counsel of the Navy to become the next Counsel to NAVSUP.  He is currently the Deputy Assistant General Counsel (Research, Development and Acquisition), one of the Navy’s senior acquisition attorneys.  

    Plunkett replaces Diane Townsend, who took a position as counsel to the Naval Air Systems Command.

    He received a bachelor of arts degree in history and government from the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va., in 1976, and juris doctor degree, cum laude, from the Washington and Lee University School of Law, Lexington, Va., in 1979.

    Plunkett began his federal career in 1979, with an assignment to the Office of Counsel to the Navy Comptroller, providing advice on fiscal law and representing the Navy before the United States Bankruptcy Courts.  In 1984, Mr. Plunkett joined the Office of Counsel to the Naval Air Systems Command, where he practiced the law of government contracts and federal employment in support of aircraft and missile programs.  He transferred to the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command in 1986, becoming Associate Counsel for Space and Sensor Systems and managing the legal services provided to several of the Command’s major acquisition programs, including the Navy’s satellite and ocean surveillance programs.  Mr. Plunkett was selected as the Deputy Assistant General Counsel (Research, Development and Acquisition) in 1994.  

    At NAVSUP, Plunkett will be responsible for formulating, coordinating and administering a legal program involving all matters pertaining to the accomplishment of the mission of the command. He is expected to report to NAVSUP September 23rd. 

    NAVSUP's primary mission is to provide U.S. naval forces with quality supplies and services. With headquarters in Mechanicsburg, Pa., and employing a worldwide work force of more than 9,000 military and civilian personnel, NAVSUP oversees logistics programs in the areas of supply operations, conventional ordnance, contracting, resale, fuel, transportation, and security assistance.  In addition, NAVSUP is responsible for quality of life issues for our naval forces, including food service, postal services, Navy Exchanges, and movement of household goods.
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