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Electronic Postage now available to ships, smaller Navy shore activities

Status: Current
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Navy commands located where there is no host official mail support, and which send out 100 or fewer pieces of mail daily, may now use personal computer applied postage in lieu of meters or postage stamps.  Included are ships that apply postage to their official mail while underway.  

E-Stamp Internet Postage (ESIP) is a United States Postal Service (USPS) approved service that allows commands to buy and print postage, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, from a personal computer.  The postage is stored in a vault attached to a personal computer, allowing digital stamps to be printed whenever needed. Items can be mailed by printing postage directly on envelopes, labels, or documents.  Articles can be mailed first class, priority, express mail, or parcel post.

ESIP eliminates the need for postage stamps, manual record keeping, and a requirement for monthly audits. ESIP costs less to use than lease and maintenance charges for postage meters. ESIP works offline, not on a remote Internet server, so mailing addresses and names remain secure on the user's personal computer.  The system works with Microsoft Word, Microsoft Outlook, Intuit Quickbooks, Symantecs Act, and other common software programs.

More than 500 Navy activities, including Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps (NROTC) units, Naval Reserve units, small recruiting offices and certain classes of ships are eligible to use ESIP. The ship classes are Cruisers (CGs), Destroyers (DDs and DDGs), Frigates (FFGs), Amphibious Dock Landing ships (LSDs), and Amphibious Tank Landing ships (LSTs). 

The Naval Supply Systems Command (NAVSUP) approved ESIP's use following recently completed successful prototyping of the system on the USS PAUL HAMILTON (DDG 60), the USS FLETCHER (DD 992), and at the NROTC Unit at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Use of ESIP is another NAVSUP initiative aimed at improving service to its customers and reducing costs through electronic commerce.

 
NAVSUP's primary mission is to provide U.S. naval forces with quality supplies and services. With headquarters in Mechanicsburg, Pa., and employing a worldwide work force of more than 9,000 military and civilian personnel, NAVSUP oversees logistics programs in the areas of supply operations, conventional ordnance, contracting, resale, fuel, transportation, and security assistance.  In addition, NAVSUP is responsible for quality of life issues for our naval forces, including food service, postal services, Navy Exchanges, and movement of household goods.
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