Navy cash card: Everywhere you’re gonna be
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NAVAL STATION – Aboard the USS Rentz (FFG 46), and other small ships, the problem has not been paying the Sailors, the problem has been getting access to the money. 

Conventional ATM’s were too heavy to put on board so the Sailors could not get their pay from their conventional bank accounts. But that’s all changing.

The Fleet Supply and Financial Management Center is implementing the Navy Cash Card aboard ships. 

This integrated cash-at-sea program is a stand-alone operation that will improve the quality of life aboard ships.

The card works like an ATM card. Sailors can transfer money into their cash accounts from their regular accounts and then use their card on the ship at the post office, vending machines, the ship’s store and other places the Sailors traditionally had to carry money for. The cards are run by satellite to a main computer bank and that keeps track of spending. This will, in effect, remove the need to carry any money at all onboard. The cards also have a MasterCard logo on them and can be used at places in town like a regular credit card.

The cards have a chip in them that is used at sea and a stripe on the back, like a regular credit card, to be used on shore. 

The prototype for this system has been placed aboard the Rentz for a trial run. After the Rentz returns from it’s six-month deployment next year, the system will be placed aboard other ships in the fleet.

Barbara Straw, the director of disbursing for the supply center says that this program will not only make it easier for the Sailors, but it will also cut down on the Sailor’s workload.

“Large ships have to carry $10 to $12 million cash on their deployments. Then the job of accounting for it, collecting it from the vending machines, the store and so on, counting it, rolling it, making sure there’s enough change, that’s a huge job. This system is done on the computer so we end up saving a huge amount of man-hours during deployments,” said Straw. 

Frigates in the Navy have also had to rely on cash paydays during deployment so that the Sailors can have money to spend.

This system will do away with that all together by giving the Sailors a place where they can access their money. The paychecks will be placed into the Navy cash system automatically, given the Sailors a secure way to get paid.

“This is a quality of life issue, the Sailors on these smaller ships had to carry all the cash they thought they’d need with them on deployments. If they spent it, that was too bad. Now we are moving towards a cash-less fleet and that will improve life for these Sailors dramatically, “ said Straw.

In the first 10 days the system was in place aboard the Rentz, 2,500 transactions were recorded, more than $12,00 was moved around by a crew of 210 Sailors.

“Imagine the amount of money used by a carrier, with more than 3,000 crewmembers onboard. This is a necessary program to the fleet and we hope to get more of them in place starting next year,” said Straw.

