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February 23rd marks the 205th birthday of the U.S. Navy Supply Corps.  As Chief, it is my pleasure to send birthday greetings to the Navy’s Supply Team...the men and women of the Supply Corps, the enlisted personnel in the Supply ratings and our civilians.  As I look back, 1999 was full of challenges and successes for the Supply Corps and 2000 holds promise for continuing challenges and equally exciting accomplishments.

The Supply Team’s record of service to the Navy this past year, as it has been over the entire 205 years of our existence, was exemplary. The quality of our people continues as the cornerstone of our success.  Whether we are standing the watch around the globe or protecting the home front, our collective contributions to the Navy and its mission of national security remain unparalleled. 

Our unique business skills, talents and professionalism make us invaluable members of the overall Navy Team.  From the early days of sail to the modern ships and aircraft that comprise our Fleet today, the Navy’s Supply Team is an integral part in leveraging technological advancements that have made us the world’s finest Navy.  Today, that focus of leveraging technological advancement could not be more evident.

Our current initiatives range from using web-based technology for ordering supplies to a total reengineering of afloat food service operations.  Each initiative is intended to maximize customer satisfaction and optimize manpower resources.  On every front, we are making a difference in the way the Navy conducts business. 

I would also like to extend my best wishes and sincere thanks to the group of people who help to make our daily contributions possible…our spouses, children, parents and extended family members.  Without you, the value of what we sacrifice each and everyday would be diminished.  Simply stated, you are why we do it.  

As we stand at the dawn of a new millennium, I would like to thank each and every one of you for your continuing contributions.  You make it possible for Supply Officers around the world to turn to their Captains and confidently exclaim, "Ready for Sea."   

Happy Birthday!
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