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SUPPLY CORPS 207TH BIRTHDAY MESSAGE:

    207 years ago, on 23 February, 1795, Congress took the first steps to establish the Navy Supply Corps, with the appointment of Tench Francis, a Philadelphia businessman and reservist, as the first “Purveyor of Public Supplies.”   Each year at this time, we reflect upon the Corps’ rich heritage of more than 200 years of service to our Navy and our nation.  This year, we have more reason to be proud than ever.  The response of our Corps and the Navy Supply team to the horrific events of 11 September, both in the immediate aftermath of the attacks and in our ongoing support of Operation Enduring Freedom, has been magnificent.  Whether serving in theater, on the waterfront of every fleet concentration area, or in supporting shore activities, the Supply community has demonstrated more compellingly than ever that our core competency is delivering combat capability through logistics. It has been a team effort every step of the way, with the dedicated participation of Reserve, Enlisted and civilian shipmates proving once again the inestimable value of the Total Force concept.

    This is nothing new.  Members of our Corps have served with distinction alongside our nation’s warfighters in every major conflict and contingency operation over the past two centuries. We cherish our link to them.  They are an important part of our heritage and, in many cases, remain contributing members of our Corps as members of our retired community.  Their example of professionalism, dedication and total commitment provides a standard for us even today.

    As we look ahead toward our 208th year, let us rededicate ourselves to working together as a team to deliver real long term improvements not only in supply support, but in quality of service we provide our Sailors, Marines and their families.  Our Navy is counting on us for just that.  As we build upon an illustrious past to forge the successes of the future, I extend my deepest thanks for your dedication, your unparalleled support and, most importantly, your future contributions.  I am proud to be your Chief.

    Happy 207th birthday!







J. D. MCCARTHY







Rear Admiral, SC, USN
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