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RADM Herschel J. Goldberg, 29th Chief of Supply Corps, passes away

I'm saddened to announce the passing of RADM Herschel J. Goldberg, Supply Corps, United States Navy, former Commander of the Naval Supply Systems Command and 29th Chief of Supply Corps.   Services will be held in San Mateo, California where he resided, on 24 February.  In addition, there will be a memorial service at the U.S. Naval Academy, tentatively scheduled for early March.  More details on both events will be provided as they become available.

Although he is recognized as the 29th Chief, RADM Goldberg was actually serving as Chief of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts (BuSandA) and Paymaster General of the Navy in 1966, when he was appointed by the Secretary of the Navy as NAVSUP’s first commander and the first to be officially named Chief of Supply Corps. 

A 1935 graduate of the United States Naval Academy, RADM Goldberg demonstrated vision and outstanding leadership qualities early in his career. As the Commanding Officer of Naval Supply Depot, Noumea, New Caledonia, during World War II, RADM Goldberg integrated a work force of 2,000 enlisted warehousemen, material handlers, and laborers, nearly half of whom were black.  Admiral Goldberg later remarked that this action was "the most soul-satisfying thing that I’ve done in my entire career."  

RADM Goldberg retired from the Navy in 1967 after 32 years of service. At his retirement ceremony in July of that year, he received the Distinguished Service Medal for his predominant role in the continued development of a strong, centrally coordinated and fully integrated supply system, focused toward an ever-increasing readiness posture for the United States Navy. 

RADM Goldberg's career also included a tour as Vice Chief of Naval Material in Washington, D.C., and as Deputy Chief of BuSandA. His performance in the latter position earned him the Legion of Merit award, which cited his contributions to the development of Uniform Automated Data Processing Systems (UADPS) to improve the effectiveness of the Navy Supply System.

RADM Goldberg remained active in supporting our community throughout his life.  He wore the Oakleaf proudly, even in retirement, remaining active and engaged with officers of the Corps even to the extent of using e-mail as a means to maintain his connection with his fellow Supply Corps officers.  As the elder statesman of our Corps, his counsel on issues affecting us all remained a valuable contribution to our Supply Corps' leadership.

RADM Goldberg will be remembered as one of our most distinguished Chiefs.  A superb Naval officer, his love of our Corps and its people will remain the hallmark of his life. He set and lived by a standard of excellence that continues to inspire the officers of today's Supply Corps. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife Jane and the entire Goldberg family.
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